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ANNUAL MEETING
 Guest Speaker: Ed Gulickson

 
        WHACKERS 

by 

Kar-
en 

Ohm

LAKE WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

Vol 28 - No. 6 August 15, 2009 

KIDS’ DAY
at MORT’S MARINA

 where:   Mort’s Candy Store
 date:      Sunday ... August 23
 time:       1:00 pm - 4:00 p.m.

 ... our favorite day of the season ... celebrating
     WBT kids  ... come over for cotton candy!

TOWN OF GARFIELD CHAIR Ed Gulickson
was invited to speak about cluster development, 
also known as conservation development, a part 
of the Smart Growth plan.  Gullickson explained:  
that this is particularly important to back areas 
adjacent to the lakes.  All towns are required to 
have Smart Growth plans.  The Town of Garfield 
is currently revising its subdivision ordinance to 
take cluster development into account.  Garfield 
has  2-acre minimum for a house, a cluster can 
have 1/2 acre together with easements on con-
servation areas.  The goal is to try to keep a rural 
atmosphere in the town.  Ed noted that Garfield 

         

DOCK OUT DAY
          FUNDRAISER: 
AMERY FOOTBALL BOOSTERS

SEPTEMBER 26

SCHEDULE NOW ...

The Amery Football Boosters will be doing their annual Dock Out Fundraiser on Sat., Sept. 26th  
starting at 9am.  Call Coach Josh Gould @ 715-268-7079 or email gouldjs@amerysd.k12.wi.us 

if you would like to be added to our list.     We will be limiting to about 12 jobs this year to keep it 
manageable.  Thank you to our past customers for your continued support.

 Roll-in dock:  $75  Sectional docks: $15/section  Track Sections:  $50
 Small Lifts:   $150       Large Lifts         $200

continued on Pg. 6
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your door by Lake Association Trustees on weekends 
nearest the 15th and 30th of each month start-
ing Memorial Day weekend and ending Labor Day 
weekend.  Please submit all news articles at least 
seven days before delivery date.  Send to Kathy 
Mortensen, 826 121st St., Amery, Wi.  54001 or 
call 268-8422.
   

Kathy Mortensen
  Owner/ Realtor

TOWNSHIP  OFFICIALS
   Lincoln   Garfield
Chairman:          Jay Luke                         Ed Gullickson
     268-2018                              268-2574

Supervisors:   Alan Carlson     Don Mork
     268-2071     294-3671
                      Dick  Waterman                 
    268-9044                           

Plan Commission:                                     Orval Johnson  
                                                 483-3406 

Wapogasset Park Committee Chair: Dave Nelson 268-8568
                

WANDEROOS

268.9217
Daily: 10a-Close

nightly specials: 5-9p 
   Mon: $5 Burgers  -  Tue: $1Tacos  -  Wed: $5Wings
 &  $2 Windsor  - Thur:  Prime Rib Sand.  -  Fri:  Fish
  or  Ribs  -  Sat:  Shrimp  -  Sun: Chicken Specials

   create a look that reflects your lifestyle ... 
                 & meets your budget  

612.834.8855 jlstass@aol.com

www.LakeWapogasset.com
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Lydie Stassart

I had a busy morning of showings 
on Saturday ... seems there are still 
plenty of “shoppers” out there!   I’m 
hoping to hang a few more “SOLD” 
signs on properties before the sea-
son comes to an end.  Speaking of 
signs ... have you noticed our new
“For Sale” FLAGS?  My daughters Kim and Kristin 
are responsible for creating these fun and hope-
fully noticeable alternatives to the common plas-
tic lakefront signs.  We’re trying hard to make 
WBT properties STAND OUT from the rest!

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT ...  We’re 
starting to see “end of season” prices at the 
area landscaping companies ... DragonFly Gardens 
(So. on Hwy 46) - Kent’s Wild Bird Store (W.on 
Hwy 8) ... Menards ... WalMart.  All have closeout 
prices on flowers, trees, shrubs, etc.  Now think 
about your role as a shoreland owner.  The way 
you manage your property affects the entire lake 
ecosystem!  Restoring your shoreline with a strip 
of native flowers, shrubs, grasses and sedges 
will help protect our lakes (AND YOUR FRONT-
AGE) from nutrients, pollutants and sediments in 
runoff from the land.  A quick call to Polk County 
485-8639 will connect you with someone who can 
offer suggestions and advice on plants.  Take ad-
vantage of these low prices and start planting!

I’m hoping to have a little time in Sept. to do 
some work on our buffer area at the Marina.  
Dividing bulbs, etc.  HERE’S AN INVITATION 

MEMBERSHIP ...  61% of homeowners have 
sent in their membership dues for 2009. 

 

One of the reasons that we continue publishing 
The Lake Scene every year is to promote the 
Lake Assn.   There are simply TOO MANY
reasons why EACH and EVERY homeowner 
should support the Lake Associations efforts  
through membership.    GOAL:  100%
Do “YOU” support monitoring our lakes for 
water quality??? ... Do “YOU” support the Clean 
Lakes Clean Water Program ... Long Range Plan-
ning  & other committees ??? ... do “YOU” ap-
preciate the trustees and many volunteers who 
participate in these programs? 
  Please JOIN Today

          NEARLY 40% of HOMEOWNERS       
      HAVE NOT JOINED

For your convenience, dues can be dropped off at the Marina continued on Pg. 7



Rock Shorelines, Retaining Walls,
Complete Landscaping, DNR Permits, 

Free Estimates

MARK OMAN
715-268-6480

805B 115th St.
Amery, Wi.

54001

LLC AMERY FARMER’S MARKET
at Soo Line Park in Amery 

(across main street from Fire Dept.)
EVERY MONDAY

STARTS AT 4:00 p.m.
sponsored by Amery Community Club

AMERY THEATRE

$3.00
NEW FILMS & CLASSICS

& Wisconsin’s best popcorn to boot!
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AUGUST 13 SPLASH…..2009

BEAR TRAP CHILD PRODIGY COMES OUT OF 
HIS SHELL…

Kevin Carey, 5 year-old grandson of Bear Trap’s 
grandpa Mike, and grandma Jan, was fishing 
off the dock and BAM….he pulled in a ten inch 
snapping turtle!  As he flipped the turtle up on 
the dock, Mister Snappy spit out the minnow and 
the hook.  Undeterred, Kevin flopped the minnow 
back into the water, and immediately docked 
(that’s the shore version of boated) a big Sunnie.   
Unfortunately, July Fourth Wapo Turtle Race 
regulations require that all entrees be caught a 
minimum of 14 days prior to the races, so the 
turtle will have to go back until next year. You 
can keep the Sunnie…and in fact you should go 
get some more.  Nice catch and a great story, 
Kevin!

MUSKIE STALKS FISHERMAN…OLD WHITE 
EYES IS BACK…

Unless you are over 55 and are experiencing 
some oxygen derivation, you’ll recall last year 
that Wapo’s John Gooch encountered a white-
eyed Muskie that stuck his head out of the 
water and gave John a good look. That’s not 
exactly correct.  Mother Nature gave John his 
look and frankly we’ve seen better.  Anyway, the 
fish is back again and has been seen near the Y 
Camp …and he stuck his head out of the water 

and gave a couple of fisher people (who either 
wish to remain anonymous or will be anyway 
because we forgot their names – see above 
oxygen deprivation comment) the old white eye.  
Our theory is that this fish may be doing Hog 
Wobbler inspections.  Our other theory is that 
he’s looking for small pets.  But because of an 
unpopular response from our editor, we’ve had 
to nix the pet thing, so just ignore it, OK?   To 
get a glimpse of Old White Eyes yourself, you 
may have to hang a couple of Hog Wobblers and a 
stuffed animal over the side of your boat.

WE APOLOGIZE….

…to Wapo’s Larry B.  (not to be confused with 
his fishing pal, Larry S.) for our constantly 
mentioning his lots-to-be-desired dock crashing 
skills at the Marina. We understand that we’ve 
been so hard on him that Larry’s taken to driving 
his car to the Marina.  So we apologize, Larry.  
We’re really, really sorry.  In fact, we won’t 
mention this subject again.   And to show you how 
serious we are, we’ll be happy to help you out with 
some basic car parking drills.

LOOK DEEP FOR BIG SUNNIES…

Wapo’s Mike Roback tells us they’re 10 inches 
long and 14 feet deep.  He says to use leeches.  
Of course, leeches are a little hard to find this 
time of year, so according to marina magnate 
Mort, you can harvest them yourself by dangling 
your leg off your dock between dawn and dusk 
and then gently peeling then off by candlelight.

THE PHANTOMS SPIN A LITTLE MEMORY 
LINE…

There are so many great stories and photos 
about our lakes that we’ve decided to share a few 



CONTRACTOR • BUILDER
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

 • FULLY INSURED

715-268-4488

•••  Complete Italian &              
  American Menu
•  Daily Specials
•  Dine In or Carry Out
•  Friday Fish Fry

•  Specializing in home-     
    made hand-tossed &  
     thin crust pizza
•  Cocktails
•  Catering

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST  SUN.
    268-7010     268-7020 
   

325 Keller Ave. No.

Dave Nelson
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          ... working for you
ASSOCIATION

LAKE WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP

by Joann Hallquist

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

ANNUAL MEETING ... HIGHLIGHTS
The Annual meeting started at 9:a.m. at the 
YMCA Camp on Saturday morning.  52 lake resi-
dents attended the meeting.  
President’s Report:
NEW LEGISLATION:  affecting lake interest
   • new law provides for no-wake 100’ from the 
shoreline effective January 1, 2010
   • A revised state shoreland ordinance providing 
for minimum standards is expected to pass the 
legislature.  Polk Cty Shoreland Ordinance is more 
restrictive and takes precedence.
   • An aquatic invasive species bill provides state-
wide the same requirements that Polk already 
has.  The DNR will have the authority to issue 
citations.
   •   A ballast water bill banning importation into 
Wisconsin.
   •  A bill banning phosphorus in dishwashing 
liquid.

SELF HELP MONITORING PROGRAM:  John 
Kugler provided some statistics on the lake 
monitoring.  Average temperatures (surface and 
bottom) in 2009 compared to the 2005 and 2008 
average (four years) were - in Wapogasset, down 
9.5 degrees; in Bear Trap, down 6.5 degrees.  The 
average 2009 Secchi disk readings showed Wapo-
gasset and Bear Trap were both clearer by three 
feet more than the average of the 2005-2008 
years.  The lake level on July 20 was 1.8 inches 
lower compared to the average of the four years 
and the water level was only one-half inch over 
the spillway.  The clearer water is due to the 
cold, dry summer.  (Rain started just recently).

We had a very good turnout for the annual meet-
ing.  Thank you the attendees for your interest in 
our lakes.  As lake volunteers, we try to keep out 
mission of lake improvement at the top of our list 
of priorities. A copy of the annual meeting min-
utes can be found in this issue of the Lake Scene.

We will have the first view of the contents of 
“the Comprehensive Lake Plan” at our September 
12 meeting.  It will be held at the Y-Camp start-
ing at 9:00 AM.  You will find this to be a road 
map for our future, not to mean we can’t change 
routes to reach our final destination.  There 
certainly is more than one route to take.  You are 
invited to attend and we will consider all sugges-
tions.  I know several people have questioned all 
of the data collection and testing we have done 
in the past.  There will still be more data needed, 
and we are using this data to formulate the plan.  
It takes a lot of volunteer hours to get this com-
pleted, the cost of doing nothing is way too high.  
I hope you agree and will be able to attend the 
September meeting.

Dave Nelson

continued next page

    300 CLUB WINNERS:

  Marie Aarthun Robert Williams
  Vi Nelson  Ken Betzold
  Joyce Frees  Josie Lenertz
  Jane Lang



715-268-5051
845 State Rd. 46 • Amery

•Electrical•Plumbing•Heating•A/C•Trenching
•Retail•Water Softeners•Open/Close Cabins
            •24-hr. Emergency Service
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MEMBERSHIP:  400 of 653 residences (or 61%) 
are members.  Basic membership:  255 ... Gold: 
24  Silver: 43  Bronze: 78.  There are 37 business 
members (46% of a possible 80 businesses). 

WATER PATROL:  A DNR officer approached 
Pres. Nelson about need for a water patrol.  For 
four years there has been no money from the 
DNR to help finance it.  The DNR officer went to 
the Sheriff with the problem.  The DNR reported 
that another chain of lakes (Big Round-Church 
Pine&Big Lake) had the same need.  WBT’s boat 
was traded in and each group of lakes purchased 
one boat with one-half interest each.  Jim Che-
valier helped put together an agreement between 
the two lake groups.  Part time deputies, at $11/
hr, conduct 100 hours of patrol on each group of 
lakes in 2009.  The deputies issued 4 citations 
the first weekend - mainly for non-registration of 
boats and no flotation devices.  Nelson explained 
that the Association has had a water patrol for 
about 40 years.    

CLEAN BOATS ...
CLEAN WATERS:  Rick
Bazille reported on the 
second year of the 
Clean Boats program. 
100 volunteer hours in 
2008 and 170 hours in
2009, with a goal of 300
in 2009.  The budget for 2010 is $2,300 - pos-
sible DNR grant money will be available for next 
year.  Bazille will apply for a DNR grant.

2010 BUDGET:  Berreman presented the 2010 
budget.  In response to a question, it was 

Residents:  If you no-
tice a violation ... call 
the sheriff’s depart-
ment and report it ... 
please remember to 
get the boat’s regis-

tration number.
715-485-8300

explained that the fireworks cost $8,000, ar-
ranged by the Sanitary Dist. of which the Asso-
ciation contributed $1,000.  In addition individual 
donations are sent directly to the Sanitary Dis-

trict.  Jerry Tessman called attention to the lake 
and aquatic plans, which will re quire funds to match 
grants from the DNR (DNR grants are 50-75% of 
costs) either paid by the Sanitary District or the 
Lake Assn.  Yearly Association Dues will continue to 
be $20.  Tom Berreman, Jerry Tessman and Joyle 
Anderson were applauded for their services to the 
Association. 

BYLAWS AMENDMENT:  The Assoc. was ineligible 
for a DNR grant because Assn. Bylaws provide for 
non-voting members.  It was unanimously approved 
to strike “non-voting” in Article IV.

COMPREHENSIVE LAKE MGMT PLAN:  Nelson en-
couraged everyone to attend the Sept. 12 Trustee 
meeting when the plan will be described and dis-
cussed.  Cheryl Clemens, consultant, and the entire 
committee will be at the September meeting.  The 
plan is scheduled to be complete by March.

AQUATIC PLANT PLAN:  This is just about
finished - in fact, it was sufficiently developed for 
the DNR to approve the spring 2009 spraying of 
curlyleaf pondweed. 

JAPANESE KNOTWEED:  This is a newly identified 
exotic that resembles bamboo, introduced through 
ornamental gardening that grows in wetlands and 
along rivers and lakes.  More info at: dnr.wi.gov/in-
vasives/plants.htm

The meeting was adjourned at 11:38.  

Annual Meeting Highlights:   (continued) 

DIRECTORY CHANGES ... 
a new lake directory will be published SOON

call your trustee this weekend if your 
contact information is incorrect or needs to 

be added to the 2010 directory.  

continued next column



268-8422

•  OPEN Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun - 8a - 7p
• CLOSED Mon. Tue. 

AUGUST HOURS:

Pg 6

continued from P1

has a website (townofgarfield.com) that permits 
anyone to sign up for auto-alerts - for Town 
Board agendas, minutes, etc.  The town just re-
ceived a $7,500 grant for playground equipment 
and will approach Lincoln for matching funds.  
The Town of Garfield now owns 70% of the Sun-
rise Launch site and the DNR 30%.  It plans to 
expand parking at the Park by 14 positions, due 
to demand.  180 seasonal launch permits were 
sold this year.  Ed called attention to antici-
pated tax increases.  5.8% in the state budget, 
12.5% for Amery Schools; a $3million antici-
pated shortfall in the county budget with a 10% 
decrease in state shared revenue ($100,000).  

The prevailing wage provision in the budget will 
increase costs of construction 10% to 30%.  The 
Town of Garfield has not raised the mill rate in 5 
years, the increase of the tax levy has been ab-
sorbed by new construction.  Garfield will do its 
own snowplowing this year.  The Town of Garfield 
posts its agenda in four places pus the website.  

Al Holt called attention to the confusion sur-
rounding Lincoln and Garfield’s burning ordi-
nances.  His view is that there are significant 
differences.  For example, burn barrels are 
illegal everywhere in Garfield; they are illegal in 
residential areas in Lincoln, but legal elsewhere.

with you.  The 1986 photo below might explain 
why Walleyes are a whole lot tougher to catch 
than they used to be.

COMING NEXT ISSUE…

…in a complete journalistic reversal, for the very 
first time, the Phantoms are going to publish a 
bunch of made-up stuff about people we don’t 
even know.

ANNUAL MEETING ... 

CLEARANCE SALE 

all ADULT t’s and tanks

            ... $10

KIDS’ APPAREL ON SALE TOO ...  
  BUY ONE 
for REG. $$
  GET ONE
 for 1/2 $$

cont. from Pg. 3

Aug. 22 Wheels & Deals - downtown Amery
                    antique autos/tractors and old-
 fashioned bargains!
Aug. 23 Boat-in Worship - Bible Camp  9:20
Aug. 23 Mort’s Kids Day ... 1:00 to 4:00
Sept. 3 Last “Boat-in” worship - 9:20
Sept. 9 Trustee Meeting, 9a. YMCACamp
Sept. 17-19 Amery Fall Festival 

CALENDAR  -  2009 



BUY • Sell • TRADE

.10 COPIES  •  .05 COFFEE

•Prescriptions • Drugs • Jewelry • Cameras
• Gifts • Cards • Home Medical Equipment

                              www.chetjohnsondrug.com

Specializing in
Old-Fashioned

Ice Cream Treats
and Coffee

204 Keller Avenue No - Amery, WI
  Monday-Saturday......7:00am-9:00pm
  Sunday..........................8:30am-9:00pm

    268-8121

Recipes

    Monday ....  8:00a   to  8:00p
    Tue-Fri  ....  8:00a   to  6:00p
    Saturday ...  8:00a   to  4:00p
    Sunday  ....  8:30a   to12:30p
    Holidays ..   9:00a   to 12:30p

Next day Photo Service
    - 6 Days a Week -

     
      Kodak
pICTUREMAKER
  ...prints in seconds
  from digital media
        and prints

            Royal Flush
   Plumbing & Heating llc

• remodel
• new construction
• boilers
• in-floor & radiant heat
• outdoor wood stoves

Shane Troff

715.268.6565

MP226021
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to other gardeners on WBT ... if you have extra  
bulbs, plants, hostas or whatever that you’d  like 
to share, give us a call (268-6678) or drop them 
off at the Marina.   If you’re looking for plants, 
give us a call and we’ll put your name on a list.  I’ll 
give you a call if/when we get plants in.

In addition to getting a shoreline buffer planted 
consider planting a SIDE YARD BUFFER ZONE if 
one doesn’t already exist between you and your 
neighbor.  One of the most often heard comments 
from prospective lakehome buyers is ... “there 
isn’t enough privacy” ... a nice buffer area of pine 
trees (white pine grows quickly)  ... a hedge of 
lilacs or a native cranberry (provides berries for 
the birds) would be good choices.  To many, large 
manicured lawns mean time spent on the “lawn 
mower” instead of out on the boat.   Take the 
time to get things planted this fall ... you’ll be sur-
prised at how fast you see results.  AND ... when 
it comes time to SELL you’ll reap the rewards!!!!

RENT:  Wapogasset Townhouse ... fully furnished ... 
available from September until May.  268-6448.

LOST:  Early July ‘09 ... Red & Black O”Brien Combi Ski 
... non-slalom boot.  So. Shore Drive of Wapo.  Please 
call Duxbury’s at 715-377-2900.

WANTED:  3500# boatlift.  Call 651-428-4381.

LOST:  Wakeboard ... call 268-6141 if found.

FOR SALE:  John Deere 345 Lawn Tractor, Hydro-
static, 18hp, 48” mowing deck, 42” snow blower, 48” 
blade, many extras, excellent condition!  $4,000.  Call 
268-4089.

LAKE lifeREALTY  
continued from Pg. 2

CRUSTLESS BERRY GLAZE PIE

4 cups assorted berries (strawberry, raspberry, 
blueberry, ???) 
2 bananas
1 pkg. cook-&-serve Vanilla pudding mix
1 pkg. raspberry or strawberry jello

...  In a medium saucepan combine 2 cups of wa-
ter with Vanilla pudding mix.  Stir to dissolve and 
bring to a boil.  Remove from heat. 
Gently sprinkle raspberry or strawberry jello 
over pudding mix and slowly stir in a little at a 
time (or it will clump).  Slice bananas in the bot-
tom of a serving bowl (glass is nice),  
Arrange fruit in layers on top.  Pour pudding/
jello mixture over top of berries and refriger-
ate.  Serve with a dollop of whipped cream.
Double the recipe for a 9x13 size dish. 



On Pike Lake - Amery, Wisconsin
One mile N. of Amery on Hwy. 46, 1/2 mi. W. on Cty. H

FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY
SATURDAY NITE PRIME RIB

Wed. - Sat. 4-closing
Sunday open at 10a.          Tony Wolter

268-8774

FEATURING:  Aged Black Angus Charbroiled Steaks
SUNDAY BREAKFAST features BELGIAN WAFFLES

Saturday Urgent Care
8:30am - 12:30pm

Specialty Care
Services

call us today call us today

24-Hour
ER Care

Ambulance
Service

Check Out Our New Facility &
Experience The Difference

We give our patients more ... more services, 
more comfort, and more privacy
265 E. Griffin St. E . Amery, Wi 54001

(715) 268-8000 . www.amerymedicalcenter.org

Sunrise Beach Dr  3bd/2ba        Bear Trap 3bdrm ...WOW!    Wapo Branch Serene Setting   Bonus Room over Bthse

200’ SAND - 3bd/2ba             Window-wall views of Wapo    Cute - Cozy - Affordable         Sandy beach - great $$$         

11’ ceilings in LR & Sunroom     Level lot, sandy beach 4bd     The Cove .. great views!          Park-like 1 acre & SAND 

$397K                    $274K                 $238K                     

Video Tours ... go to:  www.LakeWapogasset.com

home: 715.268.6678
cell:     715.497.0200

• 1.5 acres near Sunrise
Beach Access  ...$68K

•  1.67 backlot near 
7xx Bear Trap Lm ... $39K

                 $549K                   498K                        $208K                  $348K

          $438K                $359K                 $390K
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• Walleye Ct - closed in April  
• Marina Dr - closed in June 
• Eagle Crest Cove “  in July
• Bear Trap Ct - closed July
• So. Shore Dr. - closed July

•SOLD *Pending 

REDUCED

$249K

$338K   

BACKLOTS FOR SALE

   *  Cove townhouse - Sep
   *  Longwood Road - Aug

$338K   

$224K
3bd/2ba 100’ private/sand                                                     So. Shore Dr. building lot

NEW  NEW NEW

NEW NEW NEW


