
LAKE SCENE 
on Wapogasset Bear Trap

     Published by Lake Life Realty & Mort’s Marina, Amery, WI.  54001©

the

 VOL. 32 - No. 4 July 13, 2013

                 32nd Year of Publication

Welcome Back 
!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2013
    Amery FARMERS’ MARKET ... at Soo Line Park
 ... every Saturday - 9a to 1p  & Monday - 3p to 6p  

July 15 Hackers&Whackers Golf - Wapo Bible 
Camp Campership Fundraiser.  Heather 268-8434
July 19 Music on the River - 5p  Michael Park Amery
July 27            The LAND CONNECTION ... Tour: 9:30a and 11:00a
July 28            The LAND CONNECTION ... Tour: 2:00p
Aug  Annual Meeting, 9a. YMCA Camp
Aug 16 Music on the River -  5p Michael Park Amery
TBD Mort’s Kids Day 
Sept.8 Last “Boat-in” worship - 9:20
Sept. 14 Trustee Meeting, 8a. YMCA Camp
mid-Sept.  Amery Fall Festival 

SUMMER  PONTOON
 FLOTILLA  . . .

                   join the fun!

Gather in front of Garfield Park at 6:00 p.m.  Tell 
your neighbors and encourage them to come. 

 If anyone would like to join us but needs a ride, send 
an email to mary@merrysea.com. Be sure to bring 
your beverage of choice and an appetizer to share.  
We hope to see you there.  

JULY 17th ... 6:00p ... at Garfield Park  

 Y O U ’ R E

 I N V I T E D 
Discover & Explore

                 How fortunate we are to be surrounded by so many wonderful “SMALL TOWN”          
         simple pleasures!   Amery’s “Music on the River” ... the GIANT Ice Cream Sundae event, the 
Parks and Walking/Biking trails ... the Fall Festival!   We have Garfield Ski Trails ... the Hwy. 8 Flea 

Market ... the State Parks ... even the newly opened Dancing Dragonfly Winery right in our BACK YARD!

Just north of our Lake Wapogasset  (Cty. Rd. C and 155th Street)  ...  DISCOVER a very INTERESTING and 
EXCITING place to EXPLORE ... It’s called THE LAND CONNECTION ... owned and operated by Dave and Dixie 
(many of you know her from the Bible Camp) Teig.    Many area school children have toured this local FARM 
and the kids come away with not only wonderful memories of interacting with many of the animals, but a true 
appreciation of how ‘WE ALL’ are connected to THE LAND.   I recently asked Dave if it would be possible to 
bring some friends and our kids/grandkids out for a tour.  I was very excited when he announced that he would 
OPEN The Land Connection to all WBT FAMILIES/FRIENDS for TOURS on Saturday, July 27 at 9:30a and 
11:a ... and Sunday, July 28th at 2p... and the cost is only $5/person or $20/family.  What a GREAT opportu-
nity for the kids ... and for the entire FAMILY!    ...   CALL 715-268-9663 for an Appt. - More Info - Directions.

  Special Tour Price:
     $5/person ... 
  max. $20/familyLANDCONNECTIONthe
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The Lake Scene is published by LAKE LIFE REALTY &  
MORT’S MARINA for Lake Wapogasset and Bear Trap 
residents.  Seven issues will be delivered to your door by 
Lake Association Trustees on weekends nearest the 15th 
and 30th of each month starting Memorial Day weekend 
and ending Labor Day weekend.  Please submit all news 
articles at least seven days before delivery date.  Send 
to Kathy Mortensen, 826 121st St., Amery, Wi.  54001 or 
call 715-268-8422, 715-268-6678 or 715-497-0200. 
   

NOTICES:
•  LAKE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership notices were included with the Spring 
Assn Letter.  Show your support by sending $20 
dues to:  Wapogasset Bear Trap Association, Box 
345, Amery, WI.  54001.    
•  THE LAKE SCENE SUMMER SCHEDULE:
Seven issues of The Lake Scene are delivered by 
Lake Association trustees.  Look for additional 
Lake Scenes   ... Aug 3,  Aug 18, & Aug 31st.   See 
ONLINE ... at www.lakewapogasset.com - or copies 
are available at the Marina.

WANDEROOS

715.268.9217
Daily: 10a-Close

nightly specials: 5-9p 
          Mon:  1/2# Burgers 1/2 price!    -   Tue: $1Tacos     
Wed:  BBQ Ribs /$2 Windsor  Thur:  .25 Wings /French chips
Fri:  Fish or  BBQRibs  -  Sat:  Shrimp  -  Sun: Chicken 

New Construction • Remodeling • Additions             
 • Siding • Roofing • References • Insured

715.263.3796
cell: 715.491.0435      Gary Bruce  full menu on LakeWapogasset.com

Open: WeTh:4p to close  FrSaSu:11a to close

715.268.5005

Come to the beach ... at the Bible Camp
    SUNDAY - July 14th at 9:20am

and every Sunday through Labor Day
“Bring a blanket or lawn chairs ... join WBT neighbors 

and Camp staff to worship together in our 
incredible “lakefront cathedral”!   

 

Entertainment Fri. & Sat. Night

The DNR sponsored “Boat Landing Blitz” was a suc-
cess on WBT.  The Blitz is intended to monitor as
many landings as possible over the busy 4th of July 
weekend.

Over 1200 high use boat landings were monitored, 
state wide. Clean Boats/Clean Waters employee Nile 
Merton is seen here talking with a boater about the 
proper steps to take in cleaning his boat and trail-
er.  Nile worked all four days of the event at Gar-
field Park.  Volunteers worked at the other three 
landings.  Nearly 60 hours were worked between our 
four landings.  
               Thank you to all who participated!

The “BLITZ” ... photo taken at Garfield Park

                                 ...  By Rick Bazille 

BOAT PARADE:  2nd Place Winner   The Ohm Family

WHO-VILLE ...  OHM-VILLE ... WAPO ... Bear Trap



LANDSCAPING   •   RETAINING WALLS 
•  ROCK SHORELINES   •   BRICK PAVERS

SHORELINE RESTORATIONS + MUCH MORE

MARK OMAN
715-268-6480

805B 115th St.
Amery, Wi.

54001

LLC

nrtree.com

Commercial • Residential
New Richmond, WI

• Pruning of deciduous,
   conifers & shrubery
• Removal of dead or
   undesirable trees
• Cabling for structural
   weakness

• Climbing hard to
    reach trees
• Turf friendly
     stump grinding
• Wood chip delivery
• Brush Removal

Over 20 years in Business

PHANTOMS JULY 13 2013 SPLASH

WD-40…MAGIC FISHING ELIXIR…

Bear Trapper Merle Gust has sent along a list of 
things that can be cured, enhanced, loosened, or 
tightened with WD-40.  In addition to lubing your 
guitar strings, scraping bug guts off your windshield, 
fixing squeaks or keeping your bathroom mirror from 
fogging…IT’S A GREAT FISHING TOOL!!!  That’s 
right, Friends of Fins, this wonderful liquid is a fish 
attractor!  Spray it on any bait and watch that baby 
slip right through the water followed by schools of 
unsuspecting fish.  Not only that, but this stuff even 
relieves swimmer’s itch!  We’re not sure whether or 
not you’re supposed to dip your kid in BEFORE enter-
ing the lake or after, but since WD-40’s main ingredi-
ent is FISH OIL, it probably is OK either way.  Wonder 
if you can use it for fixing a squeaky in-law.

NEW WALLEYES REPORTED ON WAPO…

Contrary to what our revered (and sometimes 
crusty) marina magnate, Erling “Mort” Mortensen, 
has been preaching, there are more than three Wall-
eyes in.  Now he’s backtracking because he actually 
saw three have been caught…and one right off his 
dock as he was gassing a customer.  So there you 
are, Mort!  Now for the rest of you, go out and get 
some Walleyes!  But remember on Bear Trap, the 
limit is five and only two on Wapo.

OUR READERS ASK…

Phil Smith asks, “So what do I do about Crappies 
now?”  If you mean what you should do about catch-
ing them, you should follow lake legend, Rick Trauley, 
around. Two evenings this past week, he limited 
out (remember the daily bag limit for all species of 
Panfish is 25), and the smell of frying fish coming 
from his house has been added to the list of things 
that annoy his neighbors.  He’s been using a tiny 
little jig – either pink or yellow – with a tiny little 
hook tipped with a couple of waxies. He’s been fishing 
in 10-12 feet of water about four feet down.  He says 
he’ll tell you WHERE he’s been catching them for 
$500, which has also been added to the “annoy the 
neighbor” list.

THE GREAT DEBATE: TEXAS VERSUS WACKY…
Texas and Wacky…two words which for many of us 
can be used together.  But in this case, we’re not 
talking about the inhabitants of the state (it’s still 
part of the Union, right?).  Nope, we’re talking about 
two different tools for plastic worm Bass fishing.  
The Texas Rig has been a long used technique that 
features a plastic worm, often with a tail, hooked 
to a slider jig or a hook/bullet slip sinker hook-up. 
The hook is first run through the top of the worm 
and then back through the body, making this rig 
almost weedless.  We like the red shad worm which 
we bounce along the bottom off the weed edges.  The 
Wacky Rig is a newer phenomenon that uses a big 
red hook with the worm attached right through the 
middle so that it drapes over the hook.  Accord-
ing to Wacky enthusiasts, this mimics a crayfish 
having a grand mal seizure.  You cast it out to the 
weed line, give it a half dozen twitches and then drag 
slowly back to the boat letting it flutter back down 
occasionally. continued on Page 6



Dave Nelson

715-268-8121 www.chetjohnsondrug.com

Mon.       8a - 8p
Tue-Fri   8a - 6p
Sat.       8a - 4p
Sun.       8:30a - 12:30p

       Amery’s Full-Service Pharmacy
           and Full-Line Drug Store  BIDON CONSTRUCTION

Prompt Professional Service

715.268.4933
ALL TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION

ALSO HANDYMAN SERVICE
call Mark Bidon   ...   “no job too small”

 FREE ESTIMATES ... LICENSED ... INSURED 

4th of JULY on WBT ... it was a family affair!

The 31st Annual Lake Wapogasset Bear Trap Races 
had quite a few changes this year, but the feedback 
from the crowds has been unanimously positive.  The 
first change was the venue.  As many of you know, 
the races originally were held at the Marina, and 
Mort and Kathy hosted for 18 years. When their 
parking lot turned into townhouses, the YMCA camp 
opened their doors and their island for 12 years.  It 
was much more difficult to organize an event of 
this size on an island, with only one access point.  
The races only grew larger in size every year - even 
if the 4th was on a Wednesday!  When I heard the 
camp was planning to put in an irrigation system 
on the soccer field, which doubled as the parking 
lot, the search for a new site began.  I remembered 
reading about how before the tornado of 1941, “the 
park” was the place to be on the 4th.  I thought I’d 
start small with the kiddie events only and see how 
this new location would flow.  This leads me to the 
second major change for 
the races - no 10km or 
2 mile road race.  That 
also meant no need for 
a spaghetti dinner.  For 
the first time in 30 
years I was able to enjoy/
relax on the eve of the 
4th with my family and 
even sleep in on the 4th!!!  

written by Karen Ohm

Another change this year was the cake walk.  I had the 
same budget to work with, from the Lake Association, 
so I decided to spend the money on cookies, trophies, 
and gift certificates to Mort’s and the Waterside.  
Between the dashes, thutle races and the boat parade 
there were 65 trophies handed out over the holiday.     

I witnessed many proud recipioents of various catego-
ries posing for pictures on Thursday.  Cutting out the 
big road races makes my life simpler on the 4th and 
there is a famiy that is willing to carry the torch and 
they should be back next year.  The one constant that 
remains is the annual t-shirt.  There was not a t-shirt 
designed for the first race back in 1983, but there 
has been one every year since.  Every year a different 
family member is recruited to design the shirt and for 
31 years we have taken a family photo - all matching!  
It is quite a tradition and I hope your family has many 
memories and traditions as well from the 4th of July.  

FIRST PLACE:  The GILL  Family           ... John Deere

2nd Place:  The OHM Family              ... Dr. Suess
3rd Place:  The Haug Family           ... Ice Cream Truck
4th Place:  The Brown Family    ... Military theme
5th Place:  The Sall Famil        ... Redneck Yacht Club

TURTLE  RACE WINNERS:
1st:  Finn Zellmer, Jerry Haug Delaney Dumermuth
2nd: Ella Johnson, Maddie Loehr, Jack Loehr
3rd: Ellie Ohm, Jason Walter, Jessica Rosenthal, And-
rew Johnson, Jackie Rooney Liam Siedl, Jenny Harms(THANKS, Rosenthal’s for donating trophy bases!)

  Cake Walk ... new this year

BOAT PARADE    



           ... working for you
 LAKE WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP

Old-Fashioned
Ice Cream Treats

Fresh Ground Espresso Drinks
& Gourmet Coffee

and Coffee

DOWNTOWN Amery next to Chet’s

    268-8121
  Monday-Saturday..7:00am-10:00pm
  Sunday......................8:30am-10:00pm

SANITARY DISTRICT

Since at least the 1940’s, one of the principal 
functions of the Sanitary District has been to 
monitor water quality.  As part of a 2-part series, 
I’d like to outline steps that have been taken in an 
attempt to protect/improve water quality in our 
lakes. 
 
The first step taken was the installation of the 
sewer system to replace conventional septic sys-
tems which leach into the soil & eventually enter 
the lake.  Although our system has been in opera-
tion some 35+ years, it remains rare to have a 
lake dedicated system such as ours.  The answer 
to the “has it worked?” question is an unqualified 
YES! 
 
Over the next many years, copper sulfate was 
introduced into our lakes for weed management.  
This practice was little more than a bandaid and 
a potentially dangerous one at that as copper 
is a heavy metal.  In 1999, after several years of 
investigation by the Lake Assn, it was decided to 
treat the lakes with alum.  The alum was to bind 
with the phosphorous in the lake sediment so 
that it could no longer be released into the water 
column.  Projections were that the alum would hold 
the sediment for 8-10 years.  In fact, water quality 
was only improved for 2-3 years.  It was deter-
mined that, although DNR recommendations were 
followed, the amount of alum applied was not suf-
ficient to bind the phosphorous.  This treatment 
cannot be said to have been “successful” as a long 
term solution. 
 
For many years, the District has contracted to 
analyze the incoming tributaries to determine how 
much external loading is received via that route.  
This analysis is far more than just an academic 

exercise since it allows us to target specific areas to 
work.  The analysis has resulted in an the accumula-
tion of an immense library of information about our 
lakes, what can and possibly will work to improve clarity 
and what will likely not be of benefit to us. 
  
The purpose of weed control is not to improve water 
quality per se, but instead to control growth which can 
interfere with recreational use of the lakes.  In 2008, 
we initiated a plant survey and found a large amount 
of an invasive plant species  known as “curlyleaf”.  The 
past 4 years, in cooperation with the Lake Assn, we 
attempted to reduce the curlyleaf population by ap-
plying herbicide to specific beds as approved by the 
DNR.  This experiment had mixed results with some  
beds responding well one year and not affected at all 
the next year.  Due to the inconsistent results, the 
District elected not to continue the project in 2013.  
Instead, we are exploring weed harvesting which would 
physically remove the invasive curlyleaf before it has a 
chance to die off and release phosphorous.  We have 
ordered another plant survey for this month and will 
report results as soon as available.   
 
We have another program in place to monitor for Eur-
asian Milfoil.  This is an extremely damaging invasive 
species that has found its way into Polk County.  
Thru volunteers, our lakes are monitored weekly 
throughout the summer for milfoil.  Thankfully, so far 
none has been found.   This year we have joined with the 
Lake Assn in its Clean Boats/Clean Waters monitoring 
program.  The District has received a grant to fund the 
program which will mean more consistent reviews will 
be done.  The volunteers who have worked the landings 
in the past deserve some reinforcements and a break 
from their efforts.       continued on Page 7

                Water Quality – What we have tried so far (and has it worked?) 



268-8422

Wed. - Sat. 4-closing  Sunday open at 10a.

•  FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY
•  SATURDAY NITE PRIME RIB
•  SUNDAY BREAKFAST - BELGIAN WAFFLES
         FEATURING AGED BLACK ANGUS  STEAKS

On Pike Lake ... just one mile North of Amery on Hwy. 46 - 1/2 mi. West on Cty. Rd. H 

268-8774
         Tony Wolter

•  OPEN Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun - 8a - 7p
• CLOSED Mon. Tue. 

JULY HOURS:

M I K E ’ S  F R O Z E N  D R I N K S

In a recent Phantoms technique test, we boated about 
twenty fish in an hour with the Texas Rig out-fishing 
the Wacky by about two to one.  But you should try 
your own test.  Let us know what happens.

COMING NEXT ISSUE…
Breaking Story: Mort installs a new flagpole and is 
reportedly stitching his own flag.  Rumors are that he 
plans to make the Marina its own sovereign state and 
install casino gambling on site…or at least electronic 
pull-tabs since they’ve worked so well across the river.

Besides WBT apparel sales, Mike’s Frozen Drinks 
were a hot commodity over the 4th weekend.   Mort 
will be re-stocking BOTH just as soon as possible ... 
GLAD you liked the new additions! 

5th Place Boat Parade:  Redneck Yacht Club

FIRST PLACE WINNERS:        
Toddler:    Nolan Weaver   Danny Schaffer 
Ages 4-5 Grady Renwick     Ellsa Dado  
Ages 6-7 Andrew Johnson  Reily Lijewski
Ages 8-9 Mason Scott   Natalie Loehr
Ages: 10-11  Mason Daydel    Katrina Frent
Ages: 12+  Gavin Renlick    Evelyn Dunan

KIDS DASH    

     Helping you with your Home, Yard & Garden
                         FREE ESTIMATES  



   
BUY • SELL • TRADE

FOR SALE:  1988 Lund Tyee deep V fishing boat w/ 
AMC Cobra I/O motor,540 hrs tons of extras, new 
trolling motor, dual fish finders, tandem trailer and 
cover   $6,700 bo.  715-268-5277
 
FOR SALE:  32’ (+ 8’ “L”) aluminum Shore Master 
dock + with wheels, titan decking and 2 benches.
$4,000 bo  715-268-5277  transport and install 
may be negotiated

FOR SALE:  Sportsstuff Air Cruiser - Duo Patriot 
- 2 person towable, cockpit style seating, high back 
rest.  Red-White-Blue - Excellent condition.  $80.
Call 612-741-1122 Kim

FOUND:  ... after the 6/13 storm ... Left foot san-
dal - Sz. 7-1/2M  “Everest” brand in Tahoe Red.  This 
looks like high quality footwear! Claim it at 715-268-
2853.

FOR SALE:  14’ Alumacraft fishing boat, newer Minn-
kota 40# thrust trolling motor, new marine battery 
- $250.  Call 651 269-4853

 
Our greatest ability to improve water clarity lies 
with the individual property owner.  If you fertilize 
your lawn, be sure the product contains no phospho-
rous (the middle number on the bag).  Do not burn 
within 75 feet of the lake.  If you do have a campfire 
on your shore, remove the ashes immediately so 
there is no way for them to wash into the lake. 
 
Analysis:  If we were to rate our efforts in maintain-
ing/improving water quality, results would be mixed.  
Projects that have been undertaken have certainly 
resulted in some long term water quality improve-
ment.  This improvement is especially notable when 
one looks over the past decades vs the last 5-10 
years.  Most projects have only had short term 
benefits.  Our objective remains to seek to achieve 
a steady and consistent reduction in the number of 
days that the lakes are plagued by occurrences of 
algae.     
All of the projects that have occurred on our lakes 
have been because of the work of many, many 
dedicated volunteers.  Ongoing monitoring of water 
clarity is imperative to understanding how the lake 
functions.  Don’t wait to be asked – volunteer  to be 
on the Assn’s Lake Improvement Committee.  The 
future will thank you! 

SANITARY DISTRICT   ... continued from Pg. 

SECOND PLACE WINNERS!
Toddler:  Kyle Nye    Faith Ulrich
Ages 4-5 Miles Mikosko    Lanie Polding
Ages 6-7 Kyle Frendt    Jaylen Hanson
Ages 8-9 Scottie Bouge     Kate Haug
Ages 10-11 Anthony Toscano  Dorthea Mulcahy
Ages 12+ Logan Sullivan    Maddie Loehr

THIRD PLACE WINNERS:
Toddler  Hunter Dumermuth  Reese Ulrich
Ages 4-5 Gavin Zaun Ellie Loehr
Ages 6-7 Henry Wielinski  Penelope Brazelton
Ages 8-9 Colton Jameson   Mara Fulton
                                                       Lindsey Crane
Ages 10-11 Blake Stein Annika Miller
Ages 12+ Justin Ohm Emma Johnson

KIDS DASH    
continued from Pg 4



 office: 715.268.6678     Kathy cell: 715.497.0200     Ryan cell: 651.875.7502

www.LakeWapogasset.com

   ... celebrating the joy of lake life
visit

 667 Bear Trap Court                1212 So. Shore Ct.       681 Bear Trap Court              846 138th Street

 $278K

 $599K    REDUCED: $499K   $429,500

 $259K

 $329K

 $325K

      1161 Jeans Lane                      842 138th Street                724 So. Shore Drive              739 115th Street

     706 So. Shore Drive             824A 138th Street                  882 Walleye Court           942 Sunrise Beach 

 $248K

 $514,900 $689K $308K$268K

 $219K

995 Lone Pine Court              806 Flo’s Court

 $528K

www.LakeWapogasset.com

NEW

NEW

717 Hickory Point Lane

 $325K $325KSOLD:
So. Shore Drive Lots
713 115th Street
759 115th Street
Accepted Offer:
Eagle Crest Cove Twnhs


