
LAKE SCENE 
on Wapogasset Bear Trap

     Published by Mort’s Marina, Amery, WI.  54001©

 VOL. 38 - No. 1                                      May  25, 2019

 38th Year of Publication

the

  WELCOME TO WISCONSIN
           •  FREE FISHING
           •  FREE TRAIL ACCESS
           •  FREE STATE PARK PASS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS -  May/June 2019
June 1&2  Amery Trail Days details: Amery website 
June 8      Lake Association Meeting  YMCA  8a
June 10    Garfield Park Picnic Amery Community Club 
June 15    Amery Art Fair - North Park Amery 8a
June 21    Music on the River 5p Michael Pk Amery

May 26  Bible Camp Boat-In Service - 9:20
              and every Sunday thru Labor Day wknd
May 27  Bible Camp Pancake Feast - 8a - noon
May 31   City-Wide Garage Sale Weekend 
June 1   Assn. Spring Social Waterside 1-4p
June 1&2  FREE Fishing Weekend in Wisconsin

Mark your calendars for another amazing
 

MUSIC IN THE BAY   

FILL THE BAY ...
      with boats and floats

JULY 6
 3-6p

... with Ethan Bergstrom 

  WHERE:  WATERSIDE BAR & GRILL
  WHEN:  June 1st       TIME:  1p - 4p
  WHY:  Lake Association Summer Social
  COST:  FREE * for all Assn. Members

Saturday, July 6th from 3:00 until 6:00 Ethan 
will be back out in Marina Bay serenading us with 
folk, rock and blues on his guitar, banjo and har-
monica.  If you haven’t made it out for one of his 
shows yet, make sure you don’t miss it this year!  
Bring  your family and friends for an enjoyable 
evening celebrating lake life at its finest.  

  YOU’RE INVITED 

All lake residents are welcome.  *Members in 
good standing and their families eat and drink 
free.  Non-members can pay $20/person or join 
the Association to eat and drink as members for 
the same $20.  Do you see the logic in that?  Buf-
fet food, beer and root beer will be served.  Come 
to mingle and meet your neighbors!

JUNE 1st & 2nd



THE LAKE SCENE is published for Lake Wapogasset 
and Bear Trap residents and is delivered to the door 
of every homeowner by Lake Association Trustees. 
The next issue will be delivered over Memorial Day 

Weekend, 2019.  All 2019 issues can be seen 
ONLINE at LakeWapogasset.com
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 Home of the Prime Rib & Jumbo Shrimp
Friday:       All you can eat Fish Fry
Saturday:   Prime Rib and Jumbo Shrimp

388

In checking out some back issues of The Lake 
Scene I found some interesting information on-
membership totals.  Take a look  ...

Membership from 1982 (the first year of The 
Lake Scene)  was 201 ... by 1990 it more than 
doubled ... to a whopping 421!   By 1992 it grew to 
442.  In 1995 = 466  1997 = 474.    In 2016 mem-
bership dropped to 458 but last year we hit an all 
time high of 500!    We currently  have 93 GOLD 
memberships, 77 Silver, 72 Bronze and 146 Basic.  

NEW MEMBERSHIP RECORD!!!

CLEAN BOATS 
      CLEAN WATERS
                       ... by Rick Bazille

Again this year the Sanitary District has 
obtained a WDNR Grant to fund our CB/CW pro-
gram which educates boaters about the dangers 
of spreading aquatic invasive species.

We will again participate in two WDNR sponsored 
events:  May 31 - June 2 is the Drain Campaign.  
We will pass out Ice Packs to anglers, emphasizing 
the importance of draining live wells and placing 
fish on ice before leaving a landing. 

From July 3 - 7th is the Boat Landing Blitz.  This 
campaign emphasizes to all boaters the impor-
tance of cleaning boats and equipment to prevent 
the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species.  We will 
pass out towels which have the CB/CW logo on 
them.

Brian Anderson, our very valuable employee, will 
return this year to work at the landing.   He will 
have an expanded role this year.  We feel so 
fortunate to have him.  Next issue:  meet Brian 
Anderson.

 Date:         05-07-19    05-22-18
 Wapo:              10’             15’
 Bear Trap:         8’             19’

  Temp:   W       53.2         61.7
              BT       54.9        62.9
  Dissolved Oxygen:
     W         11.4        10.5
    BT         12.6         9.1

The lower than normal secchi disc readings 
were most likely the result of the lake turn-
ing over.  The lake level was up 2.75” over 
2018’s average level. 

... Ryan Hanson

trustee

Join fellow lake residents at the YMCA Camp (No. 
on Cty Rd C 3 mi. - Welcome Center) and discover 
the many ways YOUR lake association is working 
on YOUR behalf to ensure our lakes thrive!

  JUNE 8, 2019
  8:30a. coffee
  9:00a  meeting

  Patio: Sat.1-4, 5:30-8:30 Sun. 2-5
  Inside: Sat. 8:30p-12:30 Bands/DJ/KaraokeMUSIC



nrtree.com

Commercial • Residential
New Richmond, WI

• Pruning of deciduous,
   conifers & shrubery
• Removal of dead or
   undesirable trees
• Cabling for structural
   weakness

• Climbing hard to
    reach trees
• Turf friendly
     stump grinding
• Wood chip delivery
• Brush Removal

  on the beach at the Bible Camp

9:20 a.m.

  • bring a chair   • come early for coffee

  every Sunday thru Labor Day

         PHANTOMS VERY FIRST SPLASH 
                          May 26, 1989
Happy 30th Anniversary Phantoms!!!  
For THIRTY years The Phantom Fishermen have 
entertained us with their wit - wisdom - and   
wildly amusing sense of humor!   Do you ever 
wonder how in the world they come up with this 
stuff?    I’m just thankful they do ... because 
The Lake Scene wouldn’t be the same without 
them!!    I know you’ll join me in thanking them 
for 30 years of SMILES - CHUCKLES - and 
every now and then, some pretty decent fishing 
information!   (Send me a text: 715-497-0200 if 
you think it’s time to reveal their identities)! 

 Now, it’s time to sit back, relax and ENJOY 
SPLASH #201!

NO SURRENDER:

You’re probbly settling in right about now with 
today’s first cup of coffee, all ready with this 
year’s premiere issue of The Lake Scene.  You’re 
all prepared to try reading the Lake Association 
meeting minutes without moving your lips when 
- ZAP!!!! - your eyes leap to the next page!  You 
exclaim to yourself, “Drat!  It looks as though 
those Phantom clowns haven’t given up yet!”  And 
you’re right, fearless (or fearful) readers, WE 
PHANTOM CLOWNS ARE BACK FOR ANOTHER 
YEAR OF WATCHING YOU AND REPORTING 
YOUR FISHING FOIBLES!  This makes 30 
years of expert Pulitzer-quality commentary, 
explaining how to catch those trophies, and 
frankly, we’re a little tired of recounting your 

same old routine blunders.  So this year, why 
not do us a favor and goof up something unique.  
We’ll be a lot less bored.

FISHING OPENER REPORT:
The weather for opener could not have been 
better.  But that didn’t stop most of you from 
not catching anything.  But someone caught 
something, and here’s what our exclusive pro and 
spy, “I-Don’t-EVER-Want-Anyone-To-Know-My-
Last-Name-Ed, had to say:  The Walleyes had 
finished spawning, but bit readily in 9-12’ off 
the breaklines using an 8oz. jig and a fat-head.  
If you catch one off any of those tough-to-find 
weed pockets, you’ll catch more.  If the water 
is still chilly when you venture out, fish your jig 
and minnow very slowly.  Ed also reports the DNR 
wants the Smallmouth Bass taken out and that 
they taste fantastic when the water is COLD.

OUR READERS ASK:

Fred Norenberg asks,  “Hey, what do you mean 
by that ‘still chilly water’ that you mentioned 
in the last article?”  Well, Fred, on the opener, 
the surface temps were 55 to 59 degrees and 
they actually dropped a couple of degrees during 
the week following.  So if you’re thinking about 
putting your docks in wearing nothing but those 
ridiculous French Riviera Speedos of yours, you 
may want to add waders to your wardrobe and 
maybe stuff them with your old crew socks.

NEWS FROM NEWBIE NEIGHBORS:

Just completing their rookie year on the lakes, 
Bear Trappers Bob and Julia Sorensen seemed 
like likely targets for some investigative jour-
nalism.  While they’re lake newbies, they’re not 
really strangers to the area.  In fact you may 
have bought a policy from Bob.  If so, you prob-
ably know him as the kind of guy who likes to do 
things in a big way.  So we asked him about how 

(Pg. 6)



Marty Noonan

  Amery’s Full-Service Pharmacy
    Drug Store & Gift Shop

     In the Heart of Downtown Amery
715-268-8121

www.chetjohnsondrug.com

Specializing in Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Treats
Fresh Ground Espresso Drinks 

and Gourmet Coffee  
Downtown Amery - next to Chet’s

Open Daily Until 10:pm
present coupon for .50 off any item over $1

clip coupon

clip coupon Exp. 12/19`

clip  coupon

715.263.3796
cell: 715.491.0435      Gary Bruce  

New Construction • Remodeling • Additions             
 • Siding • Roofing • References • Insured

Summer is just around the corner and the lakes 
are coming alive with summer preparations.  I 
love this time of year, especially after last 
winter!  The WBT Lake Association had its first 
Trustee meeting on May 11th with a good turn-
out of Trustees and guests.  Brian Stugelmayer 
was nominated and elected as our new Associa-
tion Secretary.  Michelle Buron and her husband, 
Kevin moved off the lake last fall, so she had to 
give up her Secretary duties.  Thanks, Michelle, 
for an excellent job over the last few years, you 
will be missed.  All Wapogasset and Bear Trap 
residents are invited to attend Trustee Meet-
ings which are held at the YMCA Camp.  Coffee 
and treats at 8:00 - meeting starts at 8:30.  Your 
input is wanted and needed to advance the quality 
of life and lake living on our wonderful lakes.  We 
are a Lake Improvement Association.  

Look for information on the Spring Social, Amery 
Community Club/Lion’s Club Picnic, Balsam Lake 
Water Ski Show and 4th of July events else-
where in this issue. 

The “Light-Up-The-Lake” flares will be for sale in 
early June.  Look for FLARE signs or pick them up 
at Mort’s Marina .  Check with your Trustee for 
available Flare locations.  All 4th of July activi-
ties will be on our WBT website and Facebook 
page and in the upcoming Lake Scene.

Our WBT Association website:  https://www.
wbtlakes.com has been newly designed and 
updated by Ryan Hanson.  Check it out and click 
on EVENTS to find out what is happening on the 
lakes and nearby in town.  When you see Ryan, 
give him a Big Thanks!

Welcome back and see you on the lake!

FIRST DRAWING:  Winning tickets will be an-
nounced at the JulyTrustee Meeting.  

GET IN ON THE FUN ... 

 300 CLUB 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

If you’re feeling “LUCKY” ... get your Association 
Fundraiser ticket today!!!   “22” lucky numbers 
will be drawn thruout the summer with winning 
numbers going back into the barrel for sub-
sequent drawings!  (see ticket below for prize 
information)

Not only is it FUN for you, but the Association 
benefits as well!   Of the $6,000.00 this fund-
raiser brings in, $3,000.00 goes to the Lake 
Association and is paid out to winning ticket-
holders!   Not many tickets left ... contact your 
Trustee for tickets or more information.

July 2019
     August 2019
     August 2019
    Sept 2019

If you know someone on the lake
who could use a card to cheer them
up please contact LeeAnn Overman
at:  overmanleeann@gmail.com

WBT Lake Association

7 • $100.00 prizes
6 • $100.00 prizes
2 • $500.00 prizes
7 • $100.00 prizes



LANDSCAPING   •   RETAINING WALLS 
•  ROCK SHORELINES   •   BRICK PAVERS

SHORELINE RESTORATIONS + MUCH MORE

715-268-6480

omanmm@amerytel.net
MARK OMAN 805B 115th St.

Amery, Wi.
54001

LLC
CERTIFIED HEALTH COACH

C.O.P.E.

Meredith and Mark Oman

•  weight loss 
•  nutrition
•  healthy eating

Guiding P eop le to Optimal Health
715-491-7195

AMERY
 GOLF CLUB

 715-268-7213 

2019
MEMBERSHIP 

DISCOUNTED 30%
$40 - 18 holes including cart - 9 holes $25
 Mon-Wed: $25/18 holes  $15/9 Free Cart

The Amery Community Club and Lion’s Club will 
be hosting a picnic at Garfield Park on June 10th 
from 5pm until 8pm for approximately 16 local 
Associations and Clubs.  Each of the Clubs will 
have information tables to explain their purpose 
and activities.  Brats and drinks will be served 
free to attendees’ courtesy of the Lion’s Club.  
Boat parking will be limited and caution is advised 
if you have Sea Legs. The banks on the East side 
of the Garfield dock have Poison Ivy.  Plenty of 
parking is available in the lot and overflow lot. 

     ... Marty Noonan

Garfield Park

  JUNE 10th  -  5:p - 8:p

The Neighborhood Watch 
Program for both lakes is 
being spearheaded by Joel 
Anderson.  He has ordered 
new signs and will be reach-
ing out to lake residents to 
be area Captains for their 
particular location on the 

lake.  With a large number of homes vacant dur-
ing the week, a strong and active Neigborhood 
Watch Program is a necessary practice that all 
lake residents need to be aware of and partici-
pate in.  Know your neighbor’s schedule , vehicles 
and report suspicious activity to the Polk County 
Sheriff at 715-485-8300.

COMING SOON ...
... Marty Noonan

SS KURLY CUTTER

The SS Kurly Cutter Weed Harvester will be 
back in action in May and possibly operate into 
July for the 2019 Invasive Curly Pond Weed har-
vesting.  The DNR controls the areas of harvest-
ing and have strict guidelines on where the har-
vester can operate.  The route is preprogrammed 
into a very accurate GPS and the SS Kurly Cutter 
MUST remain on the prescribed course.  If you 
are boating , kayaking or swimming near the 
harvester, give it plenty of room and please stay 
out of its way.  It will operate 10-12 hours per 
day during the allowed season.  You can contact 
the Sanitary District to find out if and when the 
harvester wll affect your area of the lake.

COMING IN JULY ...

The Balsam Lake Water Ski Show Team will 
perform in the bay in front of Waterside on 
Saturday, July 13th at 7:pm.  Last year’s event 
was well attended and mostly viewed from boats 
on the water.  The sound system will be redirect-
ed this year to the lake side to enhance the 
experience for the boaters.  We have also asked 
that the perimeter be enlarged to accommodate 
more boats for better water viewing.  

July 13th ... Waterside Bar & Grill



          Wed.-Sat. 4-close  Sun. open at 10a.

• FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY
• SATURDAY NITE PRIME RIB
• SUNDAY BREAKFAST - BELGIAN WAFFLES
                    FEATURING AGED BLACK ANGUS  STEAKS

On Pike Lake ... just one mile North of Amery on Hwy. 46 - 1/2 mi. West on Cty. Rd. H 

268-8774

cont from P3

  Pontoon
  Rentals
 Available

Editor’s Note:  If you have a lake friend 
or neighbor with a good sense of humor 
that you’d like “spoofed” in the Phantom 
Phishermen column, please email kathy@
lakewpaogasset.com”

      KEEP IN TOUCH

he did on Fishing Opener.  According to Bob, “We 
really didn’t go out
 since there was  a
marathon series of 
Arizona travelogues
on cable.  Our kids 
dipped a line but only 
caught one Sunnie.  
OK, then, Bob.  We 
get the ‘big way’ thing.  

And by the way, if any
of YOU catch some-
thing send the photo to kathy@lakewapogasset.
com and maybe we’ll publish it.  Otherwise we’ll 
just make up stuff about you. 

CRAPPIES:

If you find crappies, use a small pink-haired jig 
and crappie minnow under a slip bobber.  Let us 
know if that works.  If it does, we’ll have the 
Marina start stocking pink-haired jigs. 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 
An overdue explanation about why we have 
always said ... “All fisher people (notice the PC 
treatment) lie.”  The ONLY things that tell the 
truth are:  1.) Children, 2.) Drunks and 3.) Yoga 
Pants.

KATHY’S CELL: 715•497•0200

    Memorial Day Weekend:    Sat. 10a - 6p     
           Sun. 11a to 5p    Mon. 10a to 3p

“LIKE US” on Facebook, 
and you’ll be notified af 

      Come see all the changes at the Marina!!!   
We purchased a beautiful DH Dock System from 
Ryan Hanson this spring and we are so ecited about 
the new clean look!  Over the years we’ve had mul-
tiple run-ins with dock vs boat ... and the boats 
always won!  ... bumpers were ripped off and sec-
tions of decking knocked loose because of how 
fast or out of control some of the landings were.  
PLEASE HELP US BY USING CAUTION when you 
come in with your boat.  Watch for the gas atten-
dant - he’ll help you land your boat/pontoon/jetski.!   
Once again we will be using the FLAG system to 
let you know if we are OPEN (located on the right 
front corner of the Marina)  No need to land your 
boat and come to the door to see if we’re open!   
Please respect this - However, if you’re in need of 
gas, feel free to call Kathy at 715-497-0200.

We are also trying new hours this summer.  We’ll be 
OPEN Sat 10-5 and Sun 11-5.  Special holiday 
hours will be posted here and on our Facebook page 
as well . Looking forward to seeing you soon!!

changes in HOURS - SALES - 
IN-STORE SPECIALS and other 

events happening at the Marina

FIREWORKS FUND
Donations to:  WBT Sanitary District
777 S. Shore Dr. - Amery WI 54001.
Please note at bottom of check: “Fireworks 
Fund” Help keep our 4th of July fireworks 
display one of the best in the area!

WELCOME SUMMER



RECIPES

FOR SALE:  Hewitt 4200# 
boatlift.  Power lift and 25’ 
new beige canopy (still in 
box). $4200.  Cell: 651-764-
5582.  

WANTED:  Basketball hoop.
Call Kathy at the Marina 715-497-0200.

        ...TRAIL DAYS - May 31 to June 2
           FREE FUN all weekend long
May 31 - Community-wide garage sales begin - 
            check theAmery Free Press for locations.
June 1:
 7a-11a - Fly-In Breakfast at the Airport
10a-2p - Cattail Trailhead (behind Fire Dept.)
              • Petting Zoo
              • Free Fishing Day
   • FREE Ice Cream Cones
   • Hot Dog Lunch available (Band Boosters)
    • FREE Blood Pressure Checks 
    • View Fire Trucks at Fire Hall
2:00pm - Community Bike Ride on the Stower 
Trail to Wanderoos (14 miles round-trip)
3-6p    - Taco Dinner at Amery Ambulance Garage 
with silent auction and raffle.
June 1 & 2:  Free State Trail Pass Sat. and Sun.

         ... MUSIC ON THE RIVER - June 21 5:00p 
Michael Park (behind Dairy Queen in Amery)

         ... WOMAN’S CLUB  42nd Annual 
            ART and CRAFT FAIR  -  June 15
           Time:  9a to 3p
           Where:  North Park (Hwy 46)
... Over 80 ventors, paintings, furniture,jewelry, 
food and much more.  Find Us on  FACEBOOK:
ameryartinthepark web: ameryartandcraftfair.com
                         ... sponsored by Amery Woman’s Club

       ... FARMERS MARKET ... June to October
          Stop by Amery’s Farmers’ Market for 
locally grown fresh produce and more.  Also enjoy 
live music, food stands and a beer garden.   Soo 
Line Pavilion on Keller Ave.  Mondays 3-6p and 
Saturdays - 9a-12p

MAY JUNE
    2019

WAPOGASSET - BEAR TRAP APPAREL

Find it at the MARINA 

EXCITING ... the UPS truck just arrived 
with BOXES and BOXES of WBT apparel 
and caps - we’ll have it ready for you this 
weekend!  Limited quantities ... come soon!

  EASY QUESO
2 cups Mexican Blend Cheese
1/2 cup Salsa
1/4 cup Pilsner Beer
4 oz. cream cheese - softened

... Mix all together - microwave from 
2 to 4 minutes.  Stir until smooth and 
creamy.  Enjoy with chips!

When getting better just can’t wait, 
book a same day appointment. 

Call 715-268-8000. 
 We accept most insurance.

Let’s get you back to better, faster.
Same day appointments



         

1060 Riverplace Mall • Amery WI
          715-268-HOME

       WE DO IT ALL!
•   Custom Cabinetry
•   Countertops
•   Flooring
•   Window Treatment
•   Wallpaper
•   Kitchen and Bath Fixtures

   Professional Sales and Installation
      SHOWROOM HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9a - 5p   Sat: 10a - 1p

TIME FOR A NEW DOCK???  Check this one 
out by the Narrows ... or see the NEW dock 
system at the Marina.  Call RYAN for more 
information on DH Docks and Track systems.

RYAN: 612-875-7502

  Ryan: 612.875.7502              Kathy: 715.497.0200 
www.LakeWapogasset.com

   ... celebrating the joy of lake life

visit

Accepted offer

To help you with planning 
your 4th of July celebra-
tion, here’s a quick run-
down on events scheduled:

Light-Up-The-Lake:  9:45 - July 5
Your shore trustee will have flares avail-
able or you can pick up at the Marina.  
Raindate:  July 6th.

FIREWORKS:  July 5 - following the 
Light-Up.  Fireworks are shot from the 
Bible Camp Beach.

5K FAMILY WALK/RUN:  July 4th 
The run is held on the Harvey Stower 
Trail in Deronda (at the big curve on F)
Registration begins at 8am - the 5K 
Walk or Run starts promptly at 9am.

FAMILY FUN EVENTS:  July 4th at 
Garfield Park.following the Runs at 
approx. 11a.  Events include: 100yd Dash 
for kids to 12 yrs - Turtle Races: sizes 
Small-Med-Large -  Cake Walk.

BOAT PARADE: July 4th at 3:00
This years parade will be in Bear Trap.
Watch for details in the next issue. 

FIREWORKS in AMERY:  July 4th at 
Dusk ... Soldiers Field behind Family 
Restaurant. 

 MUSIC IN THE BAY:  July 7th 
(tentative time: 3p)  Ethan Borgstrom 
will perform mid-Marina Bay - bring 
floaties!

Accepted offer

$359K

753 Cty C Bear Trap

769 Cty C Bear Trap 722 Bear Trap Lane

sold
1352 Lone Pine Lane 727 So. Shore Drive

sold
sold

Big Moon Lake Clayton
  $289K

    Give Ryan a call today if you have 
questions about the real estate market
                    612.875.7502


